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VOTERS GUIDE
TEXAS CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT ELECTION  ★  NOV. 4, 2025

EARLY VOTING: Oct. 20–Oct. 31  ★  ELECTION DAY: November 4. Polls open 7 a.m. to 7 p.m.

 ★ SIGN UP FOR VOTING REMINDERS!
To get voting reminders on your phone, text VOTERINFO to - - .

 ★ SUPPORT THE VOTERS GUIDE
Help us fund the cost of this valuable resource for Texas voters by making a se-
cure donation online at lwvtexas .org, or by mailing the payment to the League of 
Women Voters of Texas,  Guadalupe #, Austin, TX .

EMPOWERING VOTERS. 
DEFENDING DEMOCRACY.
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 ★ THE TEXAS CONSTITUTION
Th e current version of the Texas Constitution was written in  and has been 
amended over  times. Why so many amendments? Our Constitution lim-
its the types of changes state lawmakers can make to laws. In order to change 
the Texas Constitution, the proposed amendments must pass both houses of 
the Legislature by a ⅔   majority, and THEN be approved by a majority of Texas 
voters.

Unlike many other states, the Texas Constitution cannot be amended by citizen- 
led ballot initiatives, referendums, or petitions. Voting on amendments gives you 
a direct voice in our state government.

 ★ ABOUT THIS VOTERS GUIDE
Th is Voters Guide is funded and published by the League of Women Voters of 
Texas. Th e League never supports or opposes political candidates or political 
parties.

 ★ VOTE411
Th e online, interactive version of the Voters Guide is at VOTE .org. By enter-
ing your address, in addition to the material covered here, you can fi nd informa-
tion on any local elections if there is a League in your community.

  

 ★ VIDEOS ABOUT THE PROPOSED AMENDMENTS
Visit VOTE .org and the League of Women Voters of Texas website at 
LWVTexas .org to watch short videos presented by young adults that break 
down each proposed constitutional amendment into clear explanations with 
pros and cons.
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BE A TEXAS VOTER!
Whichever way you choose to vote, be sure you are registered by checking at 
VoteTexas .gov! You must be registered before you can vote! Th en vote in one of 
the following ways.

VOTE BY MAIL
• You can vote by mail if you are:

•  years or older
• Sick or disabled
• Out of the county during early voting and on Election Day
• Expecting to give birth within  weeks before or aft er Election Day
• In jail, but otherwise eligible to vote.

• To vote by mail in Texas, you must apply every year! Go to 
lwvtexas .org /votebymail for a vote- by- mail application and easy- to- 
understand instructions on voting by mail.

• If you decide to vote in person instead:
• Take your mail ballot to your polling place during early voting or on Elec-

tion Day to vote a regular ballot.
• If you lose or forget your mail ballot, you can vote using a provisional 

ballot.
• Track your ballot at VoteTexas .gov! Note: If there is an error in your mail- in 

application or ballot, your county election offi  ce is required to notify you and 
instruct you how to fi x it by mail, in person or via the online tracker.

VOTE EARLY IN PERSON
• You may vote early at any voting location in your county.
• Find polling places on your county election website or at VOTE .org.
• If you have a disability, you may request to move ahead of other voters in line.
• If in line before the poll closing time, you must be allowed to cast a ballot.

VOTE ON ELECTION DAY
• In some counties, you can vote at any polling place. In other counties, you can 

vote only at your precinct.
• Find polling places on your county election website or at VOTE .org.
• If you have a disability, you may request to move ahead of other voters in line.
• If in line before the poll closing time, you must be allowed to cast a ballot.

VOTE IN PERSON USING CURBSIDE VOTING
• If you are physically unable to enter the polling place without personal assis-

tance or likelihood of injuring your health, you may park at the curbside vot-
ing parking space and call the number that is posted to ask that an election of-
fi cer bring a ballot to the car. However, you must sign a form stating that you 
are physically unable to enter the polling place without personal assistance or 
likelihood of injuring your health.

• Aft er you mark your ballot, give it to the election offi  cer or hand it to a com-
panion to deposit in the ballot box for you.

VOTE EVEN IF YOU ARE A SUSPENDED VOTER
You can still vote if your voter registration is in suspense as long as you are regis-
tered in your county! “Suspense” means that your county voter registrar needs to 
confi rm your voting address.

VOTE A LIMITED BALLOT
If you have moved to a new county and have not registered in that county by the 
registration deadline, you may be eligible to vote a limited ballot in your new 
county. A limited ballot is one that allows you to vote on candidates and mea-
sures that are on the ballot for both your former county and your new county, 
such as statewide and national races. Voting a limited ballot is only available dur-
ing early voting at your county’s main early voting polling place.

VOTER ID: WHAT TO 
TAKE TO THE POLLS
You may use one of seven forms of photo ID, listed below.
• Texas Driver License
• Texas Election Identifi cation Certifi cate
• Texas Personal Identifi cation Card issued by the Department of Public 

Safety (DPS)
• Texas Handgun License issued by DPS
• US Military Identifi cation card containing your photograph
• US Citizenship Certifi cate containing your photograph
• US Passport (book or card)
Note:
• IDs may have expired up to four years.
• Persons  years or older may use an expired ID, regardless of expiration date.
• ID address does not have to match the voter registration address.
• Th e name on the photo ID should match the name on the list of registered vot-

ers or be “substantially similar”. If your name doesn’t match exactly, you can 
still vote but will need to sign a form stating you are the person on the list of 
registered voters.

If you are registered but do not have a photo ID and cannot reasonably obtain one, 
you may sign a form (described below) and present the original or a copy of one of 
the following documents with your name and address to vote a regular ballot:
• Texas voter registration card
• Certifi ed birth certifi cate
• Current utility bill
• Bank statement
• Government check
• Paycheck
• Any other government document such as an out of state driver’s license or ex-

pired Texas driver’s license.
Th e form to be fi lled out by registered voters without a photo ID is a “Voter’s Dec-
laration of Reasonable Impediment or Diffi  culty.” You must mark on the form 
one of the following reasons for not providing a photo ID:
• Lack of transportation
• Disability or illness
• Lack of birth certifi cate or other documents needed to obtain an acceptable 

form of photo ID
• Work schedule
• Family responsibilities
• Lost or stolen identifi cation
• Acceptable form of photo ID applied for but not received.

VOTER HARASSMENT
• Election offi  cials cannot question a voter about the use of an ID type.
• Poll watchers may never question a voter about Voter ID issues.
• If you are harassed, call or text Election Protection at - - !

©  League of Women Voters of Texas | lwvtexas .org

Th e Voters Guide is protected by copyright. For permission to duplicate the Vot-
ers Guide, please call the LWV Texas offi  ce at - - . Any use of the League 
of Women Voters name in campaign advertising or literature has not been autho-
rized by the League.
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HELPFUL CONTACTS AND WEBSITES

League of Women Voters of Texas

lwvtexas .org

Secretary of State

VoteTexas .gov

Your County Election Website

https:// www .sos .texas .gov /elections /voter /links .shtml #County

Election Protection

OURVOTE .org

Voter Hotlines!

• English: - OUR- VOTE or - - 
• Spanish: - Ve- Y- Vota or -  - 
• Asian: - API- VOTE or - - 
• Arabic: - YALLA- US or - - 
• Disability Rights TX: - - VOTE or - - 

Republican Party

texasgop .org

Democratic Party

txdemocrats .org

Libertarian Party

lptexas .org

Green Party

txgreens .org

VOTERS GUIDE POLICY
To create this Constitutional Amendment Voters Guide, each ballot proposition 
is researched and written by League volunteers, subject to review by a committee, 
including the League President and Director of Voter Education. We strive to:

• Provide fair and balanced coverage of the proposed amendments by reviewing 
enabling legislation, using a variety of resources and reaching out to authors 
and/or sponsors, supporters and opponents.

• Use understandable and unbiased language.
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PROPOSITION 1
“The constitutional amendment providing for the creation of the permanent technical 
institution infrastructure fund and the available workforce education fund to support 
the capital needs of educational programs offered by the Texas State Technical College 
System.”

PROPOSITION 2 “The constitutional amendment prohibiting the imposition of a tax on the realized or 
unrealized capital gains of an individual, family, estate, or trust.”

 ★ EXPLANATION

Th e Texas State Technical College (TSTC) System was established in  to provide technical vocational education. It currently has  colleges across the state and of-
fers two- year degrees and certifi cates in technical and vocational areas. , students attended Texas State Technical Colleges in - .

If this proposed amendment were passed, it would use $ million to create a permanent fund to support the TSTC. Earnings from this fund will be used for capital 
projects such as buying land, buildings and equipment to support the educational programs off ered by these colleges. 

 ★ EXPLANATION

When a capital asset (an investment such as stocks, bonds, and real estate) increases in value, the increase is considered a capital gain. Realized capital gains are the 
profi ts made when the investment is sold. Unrealized capital gains are the potential profi t that could be made if that investment was sold at its then current market 
value, even though it is not sold.

Texas does not currently tax either realized capital gains or unrealized capital gains, and the recent Legislature did not propose any such tax.

 ★ ARGUMENTS FOR

• Provides a reliable source of funding for Texas State Technical Colleges.
• Th is fund would support a skilled workforce which is needed by Texas busi-

nesses and industry.
• A healthy technical college system helps Texans who desire a career in these 

fi elds.

 ★ ARGUMENTS FOR

• Th e proposed amendment would help maintain Texas’ reputation as a business 
friendly and tax friendly state.

• Taxing capital gains reduces incentives for savings and investments, and low-
ers economic growth.

• Putting this ban on capital gains taxes in the constitution would provide cer-
tainty for fi nancial institutions interested in expanding in Texas.

 ★ ARGUMENTS AGAINST

• Th is money could be used to fund community colleges across Texas which 
already provide two- year degrees and certifi cates and serve as many as 
, students per year.

• Businesses should pay for their own job training and certifi cations.
• Money for the permanent fund should be returned to the taxpayers.

 ★ ARGUMENTS AGAINST

• In the future, the Legislature would not be able to tax capital gains even if 
there were a budget defi cit and these revenues were needed.

• Th is proposition is unnecessary because a capital gains tax is not being consid-
ered by the legislature.

• Not taxing capital gains shift s the tax burden from people with wealth or as-
sets to those without wealth who are more impacted by sales taxes.

PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO 
THE TEXAS CONSTITUTION
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PROPOSITION 3 “The constitutional amendment requiring the denial of bail under certain circumstances 
to persons accused of certain offenses punishable as a felony.”

PROPOSITION 4
“The constitutional amendment to dedicate a portion of the revenue derived from state 
sales and use taxes to the Texas water fund and to provide for the allocation and use of 
that revenue.”

 ★ EXPLANATION

Currently, denying bail typically requires a full trial, which makes it very rare. Th erefore, if a defendant has the money to post bond, they must be released even if there 
is evidence the person may commit future violent crimes.

Th is proposed amendment would expand the options available to offi  cials setting bail, including the option to deny bail to ensure the safety of the community. Th is 
would apply to individuals accused of murder and similar violent off enses.

 ★ EXPLANATION

Th e Texas Water Fund is a special fund created in  and administered by the Texas Water Development Board to assist in fi nancing water projects in Texas. Th is prop-
osition would provide that in each fi scal year, the fi rst $ billion of sales tax revenue in excess of $. billion would be allocated to the Texas Water Fund. Th is funding 
would continue through , and would be used to address future water needs in Texas. Th e amount could be adjusted by the legislature with a two- thirds vote.

 ★ ARGUMENTS FOR

• Prevents high risk individuals from committing additional crimes while out 
on bail.

• By limiting the denial of bail to only the most serious off enses, it is assured 
that only those who pose the greatest risk are denied bail.

• Th ere would be safeguards to protect defendants’ rights, such as the right to be 
represented by counsel at bail denial hearings, the right to appeal, and provi-
sions to protect a right to a speedy trial.

 ★ ARGUMENTS FOR

• Th e funds would be used to upgrade aging water infrastructure as well as for 
new water supply projects. Th is would address the shortfall between water de-
mand and available water supply, and improve the safety of the water supply.

• Increasing Texas’ water supply is critical to continued economic growth and to 
meet the needs of farmers in Texas.

• Provides reliable funding for long- term water supply and infrastructure 
projects.

 ★ ARGUMENTS AGAINST

• Judges currently have the discretion to set high bail amounts for individuals 
considered high risk, which can prevent their release.

• Denying bail to certain defendants could result in overcrowding of jails, re-
quiring more taxpayer funding for additional jail staff .

• Being denied bail increases the costs for defendants and undermines the pre-
sumption of innocence.

 ★ ARGUMENTS AGAINST

• New water supply projects, such as seawater desalination and the reuse of pro-
duced water, could pose environmental risks if adequate safeguards are not 
put in place.

• Th is proposed amendment transfers oversight of the monies from the legisla-
ture to the governor- appointed Texas Water Development Board.

• Water conservation is a critical component of the strategy to meet future water 
needs in Texas, and is not addressed by this plan.



6 VOTERS GUIDE |  2025 CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT ELECTION © 2025 League of Women Voters of Texas | lwvtexas.org

PROPOSITION 5
“The constitutional amendment authorizing the legislature to exempt from ad valorem 
taxation tangible personal property consisting of animal feed held by the owner of the 
property for sale at retail.”

 ★ EXPLANATION

Under current law, animal feed is typically exempt from taxation at each location or transaction during its life cycle, from the fi eld where it’s harvested to the purchase 
of the feed by a farmer or rancher, except for when the feed is sitting in a store as inventory.

Th is proposed amendment seeks to address this inconsistency by amending the Texas Constitution to authorize the Texas State Legislature to exempt animal feed held 
by an owner for retail sale from personal property taxes.

 ★ ARGUMENTS FOR

• Removing this tax would help lower prices for farmers and ranchers, who are 
already dealing with rising operational expenses.

• Animal feed is part of our food chain, of which other parts are exempt from 
property taxes.

• Due to the seasonal needs of the agricultural business, warehouses are fully 
stocked when property taxes are calculated. Th is results in higher taxes on 
sellers that are passed onto the consumers.

 ★ ARGUMENTS AGAINST

• Inventory of other businesses is taxed as personal property since they are used 
to produce income. Th is proposition would treat those businesses unfairly.

• Exemptions for one group of taxpayers can unfairly shift  the tax burden to 
other taxpayers.

• Inventory is constantly changing so the tax break cannot be easily measured.

PROPOSITION 6
“The constitutional amendment prohibiting the legislature from enacting a law impos-
ing an occupation tax on certain entities that enter into transactions conveying securi-
ties or imposing a tax on certain securities transactions.”

 ★ EXPLANATION

Proposition  would amend the Texas Constitution by not allowing the state to tax securities transactions. Securities transactions are the buying and selling of fi nancial 
assets such as stocks and bonds. Currently, no state levies taxes on securities transactions.

 ★ ARGUMENTS FOR

• Many people rely on investments like (k)s and IRAs to save for retirement. 
A tax on securities transactions could reduce their profi ts and make it harder 
to save money.

• Adding a tax on buying and selling investments could increase costs, discour-
age trading, and reduce the value of people’s investments, which might hurt 
the Texas economy.

• Making this ban part of the Constitution would give fi nancial companies 
more certainty, help Texas attract more investment businesses, and create jobs.

 ★ ARGUMENTS AGAINST

• If this ban is added to the Constitution, the state would lose a tool it might 
need to deal with budget problems in the future.

• Not being able to tax fi nancial transactions might mean the state has to rely 
more on sales taxes to raise money later on, which puts more of a tax burden 
on lower- income people.

• Th is amendment is not needed, since no one in the state government is actu-
ally trying to create this kind of tax right now.
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PROPOSITION 7
“The constitutional amendment authorizing the legislature to provide for an exemption 
from ad valorem taxation of all or part of the market value of the residence homestead 
of the surviving spouse of a veteran who died as a result of a condition or disease that is 
presumed under federal law to have been service-connected.”

PROPOSITION 8
“The constitutional amendment to prohibit the legislature from imposing death taxes 
applicable to a decedent’s property or the transfer of an estate, inheritance, legacy, 
succession, or gift.”

 ★ EXPLANATION

Th is proposition would allow the Legislature to provide a property tax exemption for spouses of veterans who died from a condition or disease related to their service. 
Th is proposed amendment fi xes a gap with respect to veterans who, while they do not qualify as fully disabled, died due to a condition or disease related to their ser-
vice. Th ese exemptions could be transferred to a subsequent property for an equal amount, but would apply only to a surviving spouse who had not remarried since the 
veteran’s death.

 ★ EXPLANATION

If passed, this amendment would prohibit the state of Texas from imposing a tax on the estate of a deceased person, commonly referred to as a “death tax”. Th e state 
would still be able to impose or change real estate title and motor vehicle transfer taxes, or normal property taxes.

 ★ ARGUMENTS FOR

• Expanding the current property tax exemption for this group ensures fair 
treatment for these veterans and their families.

• While this would apply to a small population of qualifying surviving spouses 
and have minimal fi nancial impact to the state, the exemption would benefi t 
military communities.

 ★ ARGUMENTS FOR

• Avoids double taxation since inherited assets have oft en been taxed previously 
during the deceased person’s lifetime.

• Would limit the impact on family- owned businesses, where heirs may struggle 
to pay the tax burden without liquidating the business.

• Inheritance taxes are complex. Th ey cost time and money for the government 
to administer and for individuals to comply.

 ★ ARGUMENTS AGAINST

• Expanding property tax exemptions could reduce tax revenues for school 
districts and local taxing authorities, especially near communities with 
large populations of veteran families who could potentially qualify for the 
exemption.

• Exemptions for some property owners can shift  the tax burden to other home-
owners, making it harder for new buyers to aff ord homes.

 ★ ARGUMENTS AGAINST

• Inheritance taxes can generate revenue for the government to fund public ser-
vices and reduce budget defi cits.

• May reduce excessive wealth accumulation, potentially contributing to a more 
balanced distribution of wealth.

• Encourages individuals to save and invest more during their lifetime by not 
relying on expected inheritance.
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PROPOSITION 9
“The constitutional amendment to authorize the legislature to exempt from ad valorem 
taxation a portion of the market value of tangible personal property a person owns that 
is held or used for the production of income.”

 ★ EXPLANATION

Local taxing authorities, such as cities, counties, hospital districts, school districts and local college districts, tax personal property held or used for the production of 
income. Th is is a source of income used by these entities to pay for the services they provide to residents.

Business personal property that is held or used for the production of income includes inventory, computers, offi  ce furniture, manufacturing equipment, vehicles, ma-
chinery, and supplies. Th is does not include real estate. Th is tax is applied whether such personal property is owned or leased.

Currently $, of business personal property is exempt from ad valorem taxation by local taxing entities. Th is proposed amendment would increase that exemption 
to $, and would simplify the reporting requirements.

 ★ ARGUMENTS FOR

• Raising the exemption to $, would ease the tax burden on small busi-
nesses, helping them keep more of their money to invest and grow.

• Th is would simplify tax reporting for small businesses with less than $, 
of personal property.

• Th e Legislature could use part of the state’s general revenue to make up for any 
funding loss to school districts, ensuring they still receive adequate support.

 ★ ARGUMENTS AGAINST

• Th e Legislature did not provide additional monies to cities, counties, hospital 
districts, and college districts. To make up for the loss of revenue, these other 
local taxing entities may have to raise taxes or cut services.

• Th e Legislature may not be able to make up for the loss of funds to school dis-
tricts should the economy slow and cause a budget defi cit.

• Th is proposed amendment favors businesses at the expense of local residential 
taxpayers and taxing authorities.

PROPOSITION 10
“The constitutional amendment to authorize the legislature to provide for a tempo-
rary exemption from ad valorem taxation of the appraised value of an improvement 
to a residence homestead that is completely destroyed by a fi re.”

 ★ EXPLANATION

If passed, this proposition would allow the legislature to pass a law that would exempt a home that has been destroyed by fi re from property taxes for a period of time 
(to be determined by the legislature).

 ★ ARGUMENTS FOR

• Th ere is currently no process for tax assessors to recalculate a homeowner’s tax 
bill if property is destroyed by a fi re aft er the date of appraisal. Th e legislation 
allowed under this proposition would set forth such a process.

• Th is proposition would provide relief to homeowners whose property was ap-
praised before a fi re destroyed their home and substantially reduced its value.

 ★ ARGUMENTS AGAINST

• In order to obtain this exemption, the property must be completely destroyed. 
It does not grant relief to homeowners whose property was signifi cantly 
damaged.

• Th e benefi ts of this tax break do not fl ow to owners of property destroyed by 
disasters other than fi res, unless it is in a governor- declared disaster area.
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PROPOSITION 12
“The constitutional amendment regarding the membership of the State Commission 
on Judicial Conduct, the membership of the tribunal to review the commission’s 
recommendations, and the authority of the commission, the tribunal, and the 
Texas Supreme Court to more effectively sanction judges and justices for judicial 
misconduct.”

PROPOSITION 11
“The constitutional amendment authorizing the legislature to increase the amount 
of the exemption from ad valorem taxation by a school district of the market value of 
the residence homestead of a person who is elderly or disabled.”

 ★ EXPLANATION

Th e State Commission on Judicial Conduct (SCJC) is a Texas state agency that investigates judicial misconduct and disability.

Th is proposed amendment addresses who selects the members in the following ways:

• Th e number of appointees by the governor Increases from fi ve to seven;
Th e number of appointees by the Texas Bar decreases from two to zero; and
Th e number of appointees by the Supreme Court will remain at six.

• All the above will be subject to the advice and consent of the Texas Senate.
• Th e minimum age of appointees will increase from  to .
• All seven judges who make up the Review Tribunal (responsible for reviewing the actions of the SCJC), will be appointed by the Texas Supreme Court Chief Justice. 

Currently the Review Tribunal judges are selected by various judges of the Texas Courts of Appeals.

Th is proposition would also make changes necessary to implement various reforms of Texas courts and to increase the base pay of district and other judges.

 ★ EXPLANATION

Th is proposed amendment would authorize the state legislature to increase the property tax homestead exemption for persons who are age  or older or who have dis-
abilities from the current $, to $,. Th is amount is in addition to the regular homestead exemption.

In addition, the legislature plans to appropriate funds to reimburse impacted school districts. Th e additional tax exemption would take eff ect for the tax year that began 
January , .

 ★ ARGUMENTS FOR

• By allowing the governor two more members rather than allowing the Texas 
Bar to appoint members, the public may have more infl uence in considering 
complaints against judges since the governor is elected.

• Th e judicial reforms passed related to this amendment could eliminate the 
backlog of complaints against judges by establishing timelines for investiga-
tion and decisions as well as increasing the transparency, accountability and 
effi  ciency of the judicial branch.

• Judges’ base salaries could be adjusted under the new legislation without tying 
legislators’ pensions to judicial salaries.

 ★ ARGUMENTS FOR

• Th is proposed increase in property tax exemption for the elderly and disabled 
helps to protect individuals on a fi xed income to continue to own a home.

• Th e positive impact of this proposition will be widespread, expecting to reduce 
taxes for more than  million homeowners.

• Th e amendment allows the legislature to appropriate funds to reimburse pub-
lic school districts so they do not experience a loss in funding.

 ★ ARGUMENTS AGAINST

• Giving the Governor power to appoint a majority of the members ( of ) of 
the SJCJ concentrates too much power in the executive branch. While judges 
are independently elected by the people, this constitutional amendment could 
allow the Governor to infl uence how judges are disciplined if they disagree 
with him.

• Th e strengthened accountability measures that would be allowed may be an 
overreach by the legislative branch over the judicial branch.

• If passed, the costs to taxpayers of judicial salaries and new staff  hired to sup-
port the work of the SCJC would increase.

 ★ ARGUMENTS AGAINST

• Additional tax cuts reduce the money available for public services such as 
schools, healthcare, and infrastructure.

• An economic downturn could signifi cantly change the state’s fi nancial posi-
tion. Th e state should not count on its current budget surplus to make perma-
nent spending commitments.

• Texas should consider limits to property tax payments based on a household’s 
ability to pay. Not all senior adults or persons with disabilities are low income.
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PROPOSITION 14
“The constitutional amendment providing for the establishment of the Dementia 
Prevention and Research Institute of Texas, establishing the Dementia Prevention 
and Research Fund to provide money for research on and prevention and treatment 
of dementia, Alzheimer’s disease, Parkinson’s disease, and related disorders in this 
state, and transferring to that fund $3 billion from state general revenue.”

PROPOSITION 13
“The constitutional amendment to increase the amount of the exemption of resi-
dence homesteads from ad valorem taxation by a school district from $100,000 to 
$140,000.”

 ★ EXPLANATION

Th is amendment proposes establishing a Dementia Prevention Research Institute (DPRIT). Th e goal of DPRIT is to accelerate research that leads to breakthroughs in 
the prevention and treatment of dementia and related disorders.

DPRIT would be created with an initial $ billion investment that is anticipated to last at least  years. Up to $ million could be spent each year on research grants, 
facilities and operations. Th e fund will consist of money from the Legislature, investment income, grants, and gift s. Safeguards would be in place to ensure the grant 
money is awarded based on merit and is used properly.

 ★ EXPLANATION

A homestead exemption is the amount of the appraised value of a primary residence that is not subject to taxes by a local school district. Property taxes are typically 
calculated using the appraised value minus the exemption amount, thereby lowering a homeowner’s overall taxes.

If passed, this amendment would increase the current homestead tax exemption from $, to $,. Th e law related to this proposed amendment requires that 
the state reimburse school districts for revenues lost due to this higher exemption amount.

 ★ ARGUMENTS FOR

• Th e need for more proven dementia prevention strategies and treatments is 
urgent, due to the state’s aging population. More than , Texans suff er 
from dementia, expected to climb to ,+ by . Dementia costs Texas 
families about $. billion a year and is not as well researched as other chronic 
diseases.

• DPRIT will accelerate innovation, expedite research, and attract top talent to 
the state.

• Texas could become a national leader in dementia research, with commercial 
potential that would benefi t society.

 ★ ARGUMENTS FOR

• Reducing property taxes may help low- income families to stay in their homes.
• Th e  legislature has enacted $. billion in funding for school districts to 

help reduce reliance on property taxes for school fi nancing.
• Without an increase in the homestead exemption, higher property values 

could increase a homeowners’ tax bill even if tax rates do not change.

 ★ ARGUMENTS AGAINST

• Agency leaders will be appointed by politicians which could lead to distribu-
tion of money based on favoritism rather than scientifi c expertise.

• Rather than creating a new government agency/bureaucracy, the money 
should be returned to the citizens of Texas.

• Medical research should be left  to the private sector and the free market.

 ★ ARGUMENTS AGAINST

• Shift ing away from property taxes to fund public schools could result in 
higher sales taxes, higher taxes on businesses, or underfunding of public 
schools.

• Property tax reductions give no relief to renters, many of whom are struggling 
with high rents.

• Even with the $. billion in funding allocated to public schools by the legis-
lature, Texas’ public schools are underfunded. Th is situation could get worse 
should the Texas economy slow.
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PROPOSITION 16 “The constitutional amendment clarifying that a voter must be a United States 
citizen.”

PROPOSITION 15 “The constitutional amendment affi rming that parents are the primary decision 
makers for their children.”

 ★ EXPLANATION

Th e Texas Constitution does not explicitly state that non- citizens cannot vote in state or local elections. However, to vote in state and local elections you must be regis-
tered to vote and to register you must be a citizen.

 ★ EXPLANATION

Parents have constitutional rights to make decisions for their children based on federal case laws. Because laws can change over time, including the rights of parents, 
the Texas Constitution would permanently establish the right of parents to raise and educate their children.

 ★ ARGUMENTS FOR

• Th ose in favor of this proposition are concerned that some states allow non- 
citizens to vote in local elections. Th is amendment would prevent Texas coun-
ties and cities from allowing non- citizens to vote in local elections.

• Adding this amendment to the constitution would make it diffi  cult to change 
in the future.

 ★ ARGUMENTS FOR

• Th is proposition would clearly affi  rm the primary authority of parents over 
their children and would limit the power of the government to make decisions 
for children.

• Th is proposition could establish that parents have the right to decide what val-
ues and ideas are taught to children in public schools.

• Children are best raised and educated by parents who know each child’s needs.

 ★ ARGUMENTS AGAINST

• Th is amendment is unnecessary because non- citizen voting is extremely rare 
and already illegal in Texas.

• Citizenship is already required for voter registration and is verifi ed by state 
and local procedures.

 ★ ARGUMENTS AGAINST

• If approved, this amendment could disrupt public school education due to 
parents trying to control curriculum and rules for all children based on their 
own beliefs and ideas.

• Th e rights of parents are already established based on years of court decisions 
and numerous laws.

• Elevating the rights of parents to the constitutional level could prevent neces-
sary intervention to protect children from abuse and neglect.

PROPOSITION 17
“The constitutional amendment to authorize the legislature to provide for an exemp-
tion from ad valorem taxation of the amount of the market value of real property 
located in a county that borders the United Mexican States that arises from the 
installation or construction on the property of border security infrastructure and 
related improvements.”

 ★ EXPLANATION

Currently, Texas makes a one- time payment to property owners that voluntarily sign an easement contract to host the border wall. Th ere is no tax exemption available 
to property owners for the assessed value of the property for border security infrastructure. Th e resolution would authorize the Legislature to defi ne “border security 
infrastructure” and defi ne additional eligibility requirements for the exemption. Th e resolution will only apply in counties along the Texas- Mexico border.

 ★ ARGUMENTS FOR

• Th is proposition would encourage private property owners to support border 
security eff orts.

• Th e tax exemption would cover any potential increase in property value from 
border infrastructure constructed for the property owner.

• Th e proposed amendment does not reduce the appraised value of the existing 
property.

 ★ ARGUMENTS AGAINST

• Exempting property value from the tax rolls would narrow the tax base and 
could shift  the tax burden onto other property owners or reduce revenues for 
local public services.

• Border security infrastructure and exemption qualifi cations are not defi ned 
and therefore are subject to legislation interpretation.

• Militarization of the border may be encouraged by granting property tax relief 
for border wall infrastructure.
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